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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
NAVAL SEA SYSTEMS COMMAND 

1333 ISAAC HULL AVENUE 
WASHINGTON NAVY YARD DC 20376 - 2101 

5720 

IN REPLY REPER TO 

Ser SEA OOA5/DON-NAVY-2016-000310F 
May 10, 2017 

SUBJECT: YOUR FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT CASE DON-NAVY-2016-000310 

Dear Mr. Cotton: 

This is our final response to your September 6, 2016, Freedom 
of Information Act (FOIA) request in which you seek a copy of the 
NAVSEA Inspector General (IG) Report of Investigation for your IG 
HOTLINE submission. The Investigation Case number is 009-2016. 

We conducted a search of this Headquarters' files, specifically 
those files located within the Office of the Inspector General (SEA 
OON) . Knowledgeable personnel with that office were able to 
identify and locate the requested records from the DON Naval 
Inspector General (IG) Investigative Records collection governed by 
Privacy Act System of Records Notice (SORN) N05041-l (July 1, 2011, 
76 FR 38643). A copy of the investigation was provided to this 
office for action and review under the Privacy Act and the FOIA. 

After careful review of the requested investigation and 
applicable SORN, we determined that we cannot grant you access to 
those records under the Privacy Act because it is investigatory 
material compiled for law enforcement purposes and therefore it is 
exempt from release under 5 U.S.C.§ 552a(k) (2). Since the records 
are prohibited by the Privacy Act, we considered your request under 
the provisions of the FOIA (5 U.S.C. § 552), as amended, and 
Secretary of the Navy Instruction 5720.42F. 

The requested investigation is considered to be a law 
enforcement record that contains the names and other personal and 
personally identifying information of third parties, the disclosure 
of which would constitute an invasion of their personal privacy. 



Under the FOIA, case law has long recognized that the mention of an individual's name in a law enforcement file will engender comment and speculation and carries a stigmatizing connotation, even for those persons who are not targets of investigation but who are merely mentioned in law enforcement records. Similarly, it is recognized that the identification of law enforcement personnel referenced in investigatory files can conceivably subject them to harassment and annoyance in the conduct of their official duties and in their private lives. Accordingly, this type of information is exempt mandatory disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 5 U. S.C.§ 552(b) (6) and 5 U.S.C.§ 552(b) (7) (C). A redacted copy of the requested investigation is attached as an enclosure. 

Exemption (b) (6) requires withholding of information in personnel , medical, and similar files where disclosure "would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy." In applying Exemption 6, a balancing test must be done, weighing the privacy interests of the individuals named in a document against the public interest in disclosure of the information requested . The public interest in disclosure is one that will "shed light on an agency's performance of its statutory duties ." Dep ' t of Justice v. Reporters Committee, 489 U. S . 749, 773 (1989) . 

In this request, the information redacted under (b) (6) would reveal the identities of the individuals making the statements. Those individuals have a strong privacy interest in not being identified as such identification could lead to harassment and/or annoyance. On balance, the public's interest in the redacted information is far lesser as the redacted information would do little to shed light on the Navy's performance of its statutory duties. As the balance test weights against disclosure , the information has been redacted. 

I am the official responsible for the decision to partially deny your request. Because a portion of the requested records have been denied, you may consider this an adverse determination that may be appealed in writing. If you decide to file an appeal, it must be received within 90 calendar days from the date of this letter and should contain a copy of your original request, a copy of this letter, and a statement indicating why you think your appeal should be granted . Attach a copy of this letter to the appeal and mark the appeal and the envelope, "Freedom of Information Act Appeal . " Mail the original to the Department of the Navy, Office of the General Counsel, Attn: FOIA APPEALS, 1000 Navy Pentagon, Room SAS32 , Washington, DC 20350-1000. Please mail a copy of the appeal to: 
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Commander 
Naval Sea Systems Command (SEA OOAS) 
1333 Isaac Hull Ave SE 
Washington Navy Yard, DC 20376-1021 

As an alternative to filing an appeal, you may seek 
Alternate Dispute Resolution (ADR) . You may submit your 
request for ADR either to DONFOIA-PA®navy.mil or you can call 
the Navy FOIA Service Center at 202 685-0214 or via the 
following address : 

Chief of Naval Operations (DNS-36) 
Attn: FOIA/PA Service Center 
C/0 - Head, SECNAV/CNO FOIA/PA Program Office 
2000 Navy Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20350-2000 

If you have any questions concerning the processing of your 
request, please contact Ms. Donna M. Hamlin at 202-781-2347. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
DIANE FREIMARK 
Associate Counsel 

Enclosure - Redacted Copy of Report of Investigation 009-2016 
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